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Smolt farming in Iceland

ÅEstimated for each 1th tons 250.000 
smolt are needed.

ÅTotal production currently in Iceland 
is around 14m smolts per year.

ÅTotal smolt needed is 26m smolts for 
106,5th tons production.

ÅSmolt need is therefore only 50% 
supplied by current smolt stations.
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Smolt production in Iceland 

Risk assessment from Hafró. 
https://www.hafogvatn.is/is/midlun/frettir-og-
tilkynningar/radgjof-um-endurskodun-ahaettumat-
erfdablondunar-vegna-laxeldis-i-sjokvium

https://www.hafogvatn.is/is/midlun/frettir-og-tilkynningar/radgjof-um-endurskodun-ahaettumat-erfdablondunar-vegna-laxeldis-i-sjokvium


Winning GIGA formula

Å4 million big healthy high quality 400gr smolt.

ÅUse Icelandic natural hot water, 12-14 degrees after start 
feeding.

ÅTested area.

ÅShort distance from tanks to well boat.

ÅFast build up time 12 months.

ÅShorten time in sea.

Å Increase utility of licenses in sea by 20%

ÅRifós is the most productive and biggest smolt station in 
ICELAND on phase 1.

ÅPhase 2 then we triple output of biomass.
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History of Rifós
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ÅSalmon farming started at Rifoslocation Lónin the year 
1971. Norwegian investors (Mowispredecessors) had 50% of 
the shares in a company called ÍSNO.

ÅThe operation was farming salmon in the lagoon. 

ÅIn 2012 Rifosstarted farming Arctic charr in the lagoon.

ÅIn 2018 Ice Fish Farm acquires 70% of the shares and starts 
planning expansion of post smolt site in Kopasker.

ÅThe year 2020 was the most eventful year in Rifoshistory 
when constructions of 4 buildings started in Rifosand 
Kopasker.

ÅToday Rifós employs 21 people.



Location is everything.
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Right Area

ÅTheMid-Atlantic Ridge(MAR) is amid-
ocean ridge, adivergentor 
constructiveplate boundarylocated 
along the floor of theAtlantic Ocean, 
and part of thelongest mountain 
range in the world.

Å In the area of north of Iceland where 
Rifos and Kópasker is located there is 
plenty of warm fresh water and warm 
sea water in the ground.

Å In this area Samherji has been 
operating land-based salmon farming 
for 25 years with great result. Stable 
water supply and good quality of the 
water. Producing now 1.500 tons of 
5kg salmon.

ÅOnly 50 km away from Rifós is the 
newest thermo powerplant 
Þeistareykir, producing 90 MW of 
power per year.

Å In the area we have experienced fish 
farmers.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mid-ocean_ridge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Divergent_boundary
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plate_tectonics
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Atlantic_Ocean
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_mountain_ranges#By_length


Winning formula: Borhole log Existing boreholes
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Kópaskerboreholes and old station.  Prior farm operated boreholes 
for several years
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Rifós ςfresh water station
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Rifós ςMarch 2020

Rifós ςMarch 2021



Kópasker ςPost smolt station
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KópaskerςOctober 2020

KópaskerςSeptember 2021


